Transportation Planning Research Advisory Committee:  Research Needs Statement
A Research Need Can be Short
· Give research needs to TPRAC by September:  if selected, they are usually initiated after July 1
· The single most important item is the research idea—just a few sentences will suffice.
· A key element is a directly-involved district, division, MPO, or agency that can implement results.
· Additional detail is always welcome—but—it is the responsibility of the researcher, with advice from the technical review panel, to create a more detailed 5-8 page work plan.
· While researchers may be involved, research needs should be submitted by practitioners 
Example of  a Successful Research Need—Just a Single Paragraph
Identify an alternative method of trip generation for transit oriented development
It is possible that an amendment to VDOT’s Traffic Impact Analysis Regulations
(24VAC30-155) will allow localities to use an alternative trip generation approach than
that provided in ITE’s Trip Generation. Such an alternative approach would be
appropriate for compact, mixed use development that encourages the use of bicycling,
walking, and transit trips. This research effort will require close coordination with
stakeholders in TMPD and elsewhere and will begin with a literature review of other
methods that have been proposed.  (Submitted by the TMPD staff person who has the responsibility of providing guidance to districts regarding this amendment.)

A Research Need Can be Longer if Desired
If you prefer to provide additional detail, then please use the optional template below
	TITLE:
	[Give a short, concise title]


	PROBLEM:
	[Summarize the problem the research seeks to address.]


	TASKS [OPTIONAL]:
	[The detailed proposal is the responsibility of the scientist, but if you know of tasks that should be undertaken  then listing them can help the audience understand the scope of the project.]


	BENEFITS:
	[Justify funding for the project based on specific impacts to agency missions in terms of budget, safety, congestion, environment, legislative requirements, or other tangible factors].


	AUTHORITY:
	[Indicate the functional unit or position—not just the agency—that has the authority to implement recommendations or deploy products that result from this research.  This champion’s involvement is essential.]	


	SUBMITTER:
	[You will likely be asked to serve on the project technical review panel .]


Example of  a Successful Research Need That Follows the Template
TITLE: 			Alternative  method of trip generation for transit oriented development		
PROBLEM:	When new developments are proposed, localities typically use the ITE Trip Generation as a reference to estimate vehicle trips.  However, an amendment to VDOT’s Traffic Impact Analysis Regulations (24VAC30-155) will allow localities to use an alternative trip generation approach than that provided in ITE’s Trip Generation.  Such an alternative approach would be appropriate for compact, mixed use development that encourages the use of bicycling, walking, and transit trips.  At this point, VDOT is not aware of the listing of such alternative methods nor their strengths and weaknesses.
TASKS:	Tasks should include a comprehensive literature review to identify alternative methods for estimating trips (including a review of ITE literature, interviews with state DOTs and or localities who may influence the land development process and or review such processes, and, to the extent that such data are available, a review of the accuracy of these methods and the time required to apply them.  If resources permit, it may be appropriate to apply the methods in a field test in Virginia. [continued]
BENEFITS:	VDOT is required by the Code to have an alternative method to the ITE Trip Generation.  This research will give both the Department and localities an understanding of which alternative method(s) are required.  Developer-built infrastructure is a sizeable investment; for example, Fairfax County estimated that proffers give the county alone $7 million annually in transportation funds (excluding Tysons Corner).  The literature source is: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/cdot/funding/developer.htm
AUTHORITY:	This research will be used by VDOT’s Land Development Office within the Transportation Mobility Planning Division.  Rob Hofrichter will serve as champion, implementing the results in coordination with VDOT district staff.

There are a Few Other Details
· Sometimes a research need is done as full project (2 years); other times it is a short-term “technical assistance” effort (2 months)

· For questions about TPRAC research needs please contact any of these individuals at VCTIR:  John Miller (434-293-1999); Peter Ohlms (434-293-1991); Amy O’Leary (434-293-1995).

· In the past, TPRAC has been able to generate one or two full research projects per year.
