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Route 29:  The Most 

Studied Route in the 

Commonwealth! 
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Campbell 

County 

 

 1997:  Phase 1 corridor study 

 2003:  Phase 2 and 3 statewide study  

 2005:  Development of a corridor overlay  

 2009:  Statewide blueprint (CTB Addendum) 

 2010:  Roadway safety audit 

 



Local Economic Development….. 
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….and Statewide Mobility 



What are we 

Coordinating? 

 A joint state and local strategy 

to guide development and 

transportation decisions 

 

 Route 29 between Route 460 

and Callahan Road 

 

 Local advice:  "Consider 

everyone's viewpoint"  

 

 Use the new FHWA PlanWorks 

tool to assist collaboration 

among Campbell County, VDOT 

and CVMPO.  
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What is PlanWorks? 
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 An agency’s “roadmap” for planning and implementing projects.   

 

Example:  identify 

areas of agreement 

(ROW preservation) 

Example:  decide on 

the analysis time 

frame (1 year) 

Corridor Planning (Steps 1-5) 

Where is the 

study? 

What ideas are 

considered? 

We are 

here 



What is PlanWorks (cont’d) ? 

 A web-based decision support tool showing the key steps in planning 

for projects 
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Corridor Planning (Steps 6-9) 

Examples:   

Maintain existing setback.   

Consolidate access points 

Other options 

Do nothing or combine the above 
Example:   

Map projects to funding requirements. 



Public Input (COR-1) 
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What large public landowner 

shown affects the corridor? 

Getting the Right Stakeholders (COR-1) 



Public Education (COR-2):  Which is NOT part of the 

Current Transportation Corridor Overlay District? 
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a) Increased road frontage requirements  

 

b) 50 foot setbacks for "buildings and large structures" 

 

c) Signs in the setback area must be less than 100 ft2 in area and 20 

ft. in height 

 

d) Signs on buildings outside the setback area are also restricted 

 

 



Goals of the Corridor (COR-3) 

 Support economic development 

and vitality of study area  

 

 Maximize transportation system 

efficiency and safety 

 

 Minimize public investment 

required to support local 

development goals  
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Study Score (COR-4) 

Roads Have Different Functions 
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 Travel involves movement through a network of roads  

  Each road serves a distinct function  



Evaluation Criteria (COR-5):   

What is the impact on crash risk per million VMT? 
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Design 1 

Design 2 

8.4 crashes 

1.4 crashes 



Example of Possible Solution 

Sets (COR-6) 

Plan Ahead—Reduce the 

Number of Access Points 
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Hotel 1 

Hotel 2 How many connection points 

to Route 29 will we need? 



 1 Access point 

 

 Notice channelization 
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Example of Possible Solution 

Sets (COR-6) 

Plan Ahead—Reduce the Number 

of Access Points 



Another Example of COR-6:  Retrofits 

15 

Full access 

Channelization 



Potential Outcomes 

 Land development plan 

(maybe a more complete 

plan for frontage roads and 

rear access.) 

 

 Potential projects for 

submission 

 

 However, at this point, this 

is just speculation—we are 

only at COR-3 
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Summary and Next Steps for Us 

 With a professional facilitator and consultant, perform the 

remaining 6 steps of the corridor planning process in PlanWorks.   

 

 "Go slow to go fast" 

 

 "Build on what has been done" 

 

 FHWA wants to see how to use this elsewhere—wants us to 

capture “lessons learned” 

 

 Public meeting anticipated in June—much can change! 
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Maps for First Public Meeting  

 Used ArcGIS to create maps of the 

Route 29 Assessment Study 

corridor area 

 

 Broken into two segments so 

public could view the entire 

corridor easier (North and South) 

 

 Indicated roads, driveways, 

crossovers, parcels 

 

 Public attendees placed sticky 

notes with comments directly on 

the maps 
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Maps for First Public Meeting  

 Sticky notes for public comment 

came in three color types: 

 

 Pink: What the public doesn’t like 

about specific points along the 

corridor 

 

 Yellow: What the public likes 

 

 White: General Comments about the 

corridor 

 

 71 total comments placed on the 

various maps of the corridor study 

area 
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Transferring comments 

into ArcGIS 

 Created a new point features 

class in ArcGIS 

 

 Plotted all 71 public comments in 

ArcGIS based on their locations 

on the public meeting maps 

 

 Assigned Colors based on what 

color type of response was made 

in each individual comment 

 

 In the attribute table, created a 

“Type” field and “Comment” 

field 
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Public Comments Feature Class Attribute Table 
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Layer to KML Conversion 

 Used Layer to KML tool in 

ArcGIS conversion tool 

 

 Comments point file can 

now be opened in Google 

Earth 
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Google My Maps 

 Used Google My Maps to 

import KML file to online 

map tool 

 

 Free and open custom 

mapmaking tool available 

through Google 

 

 Need Google Account Login 

 

 https://www.google.com/map

s/d/ 
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Import the KML File 

 Google My Maps allows users to 

import KML files directly to the 

New Custom Map 

 

 All affiliating attribute data is 

imported as well 

 

 Nine different base maps 

available through Google My 

Maps 

 

 Various restriction levels for 

sharing maps can be set 
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Embedding the map 

 Newly created interactive google 

map embedded to the VDOT 

Route 29 Assessment Study page 

 

 Embedded with assistance from 

the VDOT Webmaster 

 

 http://www.virginiadot.org/project

s/lynchburg/route_29__corridor.a

sp 

 

 Public can now view public 

comment locations and bring up 

comment descriptions 
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Possible Funding Alternatives for Studies 

 Consult with your Planning District Commission (PDC) 

 

 Contact your VDOT District Planner  

 Strategically Targeted Area Roadway Solutions 

http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/stars_ii.asp  

 

 Develop innovative, cost-effective solutions 

 Evaluate potential solutions more thoroughly 

 Identify potential project risks and costs 

 Build stakeholder consensus 

 Improve readiness for project implementation 

 

 VDOT –Transportation and Mobility Planning Division General On Call 

 

 Arterial Management Plans   

http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/arterial_management_plans.asp  
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Resources 

 Capacity Analysis for Planning of Junctions (Cap-X) Tool 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/software/research/operations/cap-x/  

 

 Alternative Intersections/Interchanges: Informational Report (AIIR) 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/research/safety/09060/   

 

 Alternative Intersections     

http://www.alternativeintersections.org/  
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For Additional Information 

 http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/lynchburg/route_29__corridor.

asp  

 

 http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/lynchburg/default.asp  

 

 http://www.virginiadot.org/info/access_management_regulations_

and_standards.asp  

 

 http://www.localgovernmentcouncil.org/transportation-lgc/urban-

planning-cvmpo.html  

 

 http://www.co.campbell.va.us/Pages/index.aspx  
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