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VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
  

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING DIVISION 

INSTRUCTIONAL & INFORMATIONAL MEMORANDUM 

 
GENERAL SUBJECT: 
Work Zones   

NUMBER: 
IIM-TE-392 

SUPERSEDES: 
  

SPECIFIC SUBJECT: 
Design and Installation of WORK ZONE NO HANDHELD 
COMMUNICATION DEVICES signs (R16-V3)  

DATE: 
Oct. 31, 2019 

 

SUNSET DATE: 
 

APPROVAL:  
 

/original signed by/ 

Raymond J. Khoury, P.E. 

State Traffic Engineer 

Richmond, VA 
 

 

PURPOSE AND NEED 

Legislation 46.2-1078.1 passed in the 2019 session of the General Assembly prohibits statewide 
any person from holding a handheld personal communications device in their hand while driving 
a motor vehicle in a highway work zone, with certain exceptions. The bill provides that a violation 
is punishable by a mandatory fine of $250: Handheld Communications Device Ban          
 
To ensure that motorists are aware of this legislation, the attached WORK ZONE NO HANDHELD 
COMMUNICATION DEVICES sign has been created (R16-V3) for use in highly visible work 
zones across the state.  
 

APPLICATION 

 The WORK ZONE NO HANDHELD COMMUNICATION DEVICES sign shall be installed 
on all Limited Access highway (including Design/Build and P3 contract) projects which 
have a duration of six months or longer, regardless of when the project was awarded.   

 They shall be installed in both directions of travel approximately 1500 feet in advanced of 
the project limits signage or the ROAD WORK AHEAD signs and should be the first sign 
motorist see before entering into the advanced warning area of a project.   

 It shall also be placed on entrance ramps coming into the project in advanced of the ROAD 
WORK AHEAD sign. 

 
The WORK ZONE NO HANDHELD COMMUNICATION DEVICES sign may also be used on all 
other road projects regardless of duration.  Spacing of the sign should follow sign spacing 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter10/section46.2-1078.1/
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guidance in the Virginia Work Area Protection manual.  In addition, the use of Portable 
Changeable Message Signs (PCMS) with NO HANDHELD DEVICES, IN WORK ZONES may be 
used on any project to assist in getting this message out to motorist.  
 
The WORK ZONE NO HANDHELD COMMUNICATION DEVICES signs shall be removed at the 
conclusion of the project when the ROAD WORK AHEAD signs are removed. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

The effective date for this Memorandum is upon receipt, with a time frame of having the signs 
manufactured and installed by no later than January 1, 2020.  
 

DESIGN 

Details of the design of the WORK ZONE NO HANDHELD COMMUNICATION DEVICES sign 
(R16-V3) for Limited Access highways and all other roadways are shown below. 

 

Attachment A – 60 inch by 48 inch sign shall be used on Limited Access highways  

 

Attachment B - 48 inch by 36 inch sign may be used on all other roadways. 
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ATTACHMENT A - SIGN DETAIL

LETTER POSITIONS (X)

LEGEND/BORDER

SYMBOL

COLOR:

X WIDY

WIDTH x HGHT.

SIGN NUMBER

CORNER RADIUS

BORDER WIDTH

BACKGROUND

MOUNTING

COLOR:

TYPE:

TYPE:

Dimensions are in

LENGTH SERIES/SIZE

Panel Style:

ROT

Letter locations are panel edge to lower left corner

Inches (in)

White / Orange

Reflective

Black/Black

Reflective

Ground

60in x 48in

3in

1.25in

R16-V3

W

6.48

O

12.6

R

18.18

K

23.28

 

27.48

Z

33.48

O

38.46

N

44.04

E

49.56 46.8

D 2000

6

N

5.76

O

10.32

 

13.86

H

19.86

A

24.06

N

28.74

D

33.42

H

37.98

E

42.66

L

46.74

D

50.64 48.24

C 2000

6

C

3.15

O

7.59

M

12.33

M

17.61

U

22.89

N

27.57

I

32.25

C

34.29

A

38.37

T

42.57

I

46.47

O

48.51

N

53.25 53.46

C 2000

6

D

16.65

E

21.21

V

24.81

I

29.37

C

31.41

E

35.97

S

39.75 26.46

C 2000
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Letter locations are panel edge to lower left corner

Inches (in)

White / Orange

Reflective

Black/Black

Reflective

Ground

48in x 36in

2.25in

0.9in

R16-V3

W

8.4

O

12.48

R

16.2

K

19.6

 

22.4

Z

26.4

O

29.72

N

33.44

E

37.12 31.2

D 2000

4

N

7.92

O

10.96

 

13.32

H

17.32

A

20.12

N

23.24

D

26.36

H

29.4

E

32.52

L

35.24

D

37.84 32.16

C 2000

4

C

6.18

O

9.14

M

12.3

M

15.82

U

19.34

N

22.46

I

25.58

C

26.94

A

29.66

T

32.46

I

35.06

O

36.42

N

39.58 35.64

C 2000

4

D

15.18

E

18.22

V

20.62

I

23.66

C

25.02

E

28.06

S

30.58 17.64

C 2000
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ATTACHMNET B - SIGN DETAIL

LETTER POSITIONS (X)

LEGEND/BORDER

SYMBOL

COLOR:

X WIDY

WIDTH x HGHT.

SIGN NUMBER

CORNER RADIUS

BORDER WIDTH

BACKGROUND

MOUNTING

COLOR:

TYPE:

TYPE:

Dimensions are in

LENGTH SERIES/SIZE

Panel Style:

ROT


