COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
1401 EAST BROAD STREET
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GREGORY A. WHIRLEY
COMMISSIONER

June 29, 2011

To:  City/Town Managers and County Administrators
Re:  Guardrail End Treatments on Locally Administered Projects

An issue has arisen regarding certain guardrail end treatments installed on projects administered
by both VDOT and local governments. The concern involves the installation of unapproved
Alternate Breakaway Cable Terminals (GR-9) that may not be a certified product meeting
NCHRP 350 testing criteria and the VDOT Road and Bridge Standards.

We wanted to bring this issue to your attention and recommend that you review all projects
administered by your locality which incorporated Alternate Breakaway Cable Terminals (GR-9)
end treatments to ensure that such end treatments are properly approved, certified, and
documented by your contractor. Our recommendation is to review projects that have been
completed since 2007.

If you need technical assistance with such reviews, please contact your District Construction
Engineer. As you look to remedy any unapproved materials issues discovered due to your
review, the District Construction Engineer is also a resource to discuss remedies that VDOT is
employing to address this situation. You may also contact me at (804)786-2745 or by email at
michael.estes@VDOT.virginia.gov .

Sincerely,

[4

Michael A. Estes, P.E.
Director, Local Assistance Division

CC: Mark Cacamis, P.E., State Construction Engineer
VDOT District Administrators
VDOT District Construction Engineers



